
 

 

Definition of Online, Hybrid and Face-to-
face Courses 
This document provides clear definitions of each and will help students navigate our course offerings in 

the schedule of classes. Knowing what a course requires is key to student success, and this includes 

whether the course is a face-to-face course, an online course, or a hybrid course. 

Background 

Without a clear definition, it has been left to each department to determine whether a course is 

identified as an online or a hybrid course in the schedule of classes. This has led to inconsistencies. 

Courses that are primarily conducted online but have required face-to-face meeting(s) have been 

designated as “online” in some cases and as “hybrid” in others. There have also been cases where a 

course identified as a face-to-face course in the schedule of classes has been conducted in online 

format. 

A college-wide definition as to what is an online vs. hybrid course is needed, as well as the 
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